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Parishes Actively Support Campaign
The Fulcrum Foundation’s Embracing 
Our Legacy capital campaign will enter 
its most far-reaching phase this fall by 
conducting a mailing to more than 90,000 
parishioners and Catholic school parents 
throughout western Washington.  

“The mailing will be the first chance for 
many people to read at length about the 
campaign’s goals and the broad support 
it has received from parish priests and 
community members,” said Rev. Stephen 
Rowan, Chair of the Fulcrum Board.

Over 100 parishes are participating in 
the mailing, which invites participation 
in the campaign through a three-year 
pledge, outright gift or planned gift. 
Parishes in the southern deanery will 

be exempt from the mailing because 
of their own exciting campaign to build 
St. Elizabeth Ann Seton High School in 
southwest Washington.

The Sunday immediately following 
the mailing is designated as “Fulcrum 
Sunday.” Parishes will include witness 
speakers, make pulpit and bulletin 
announcements, and provide envelopes 
in the pews that offer the opportunity to 
make a gift.

There will be two dates for these activities, 
depending on the window of time that 
works best for each parish. “Fulcrum 
Sunday” is scheduled for September 23 
or January 27, with the mailing occurring 
the week before.

If you have already made a gift to the 
campaign, please let us say again how 
grateful we are for your support. The 
gifts in the earlier stages of the campaign 
have put the campaign within striking 
distance of reaching the $40 million goal, 
the largest goal ever set for a campaign 
in the archdiocese. 

Thanks to the Embracing Our Legacy 
campaign, our Catholic schools will 
remain open, accessible and excellent for 
generations to come.
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SAVE THE DATE: 
Celebration of Light 2008
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A Beacon of Hope: 
Miracle Gym takes shape 
at St. George

Bill Eisiminger sees the Fulcrum Foundation as a way to help 
Catholic schools “come together as a cohesive group to achieve 
more.”  A student at St. James Cathedral School and a graduate of 
Seattle University, Catholic education has played a formative role in 
Bill’s life. From his first-hand experience as a teacher and principal at 
archdiocesan schools in the 70’s and 80’s, Bill recognizes the need to 
provide a secure future for Catholic schools. 

To help ensure the future of Catholic schools, Bill included the 
Fulcrum Foundation in his estate plans with the stated desire of 
“continuing what Fulcrum is doing to keep Catholic education viable 
and growing.”  Ultimately, Bill hopes that all schools can sustain 
themselves in support of the whole Catholic community.

As part of the Fulcrum Legacy Society, Bill has joined a growing 
number of generous donors who have remembered Catholic 
schools in their estate plans.   To learn more about leaving a legacy 
for Catholic schools, please contact Sue Mecham at the Fulcrum 
Foundation, 206.748.7989 or sue.mecham@fulcrumfoundation.org.
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Bill Eisiminger:  
Leaving a Legacy

Leaving a Legacy: 
Donors see the future of Catholic schools in their estate plans

fall + 2007

The Fulcrum Foundation provides 
financial assistance to promote 

and support Catholic schools in the 
Archdiocese of Seattle, primarily 

through tuition assistance, assistance 
to schools in need, and assistance 

for initiatives that promote academic 
excellence and faith formation.

The Fulcrum Foundation Digest, 
volume 1, number 1, is a publication of 
the Fulcrum Foundation. The newsletter 
is published four times a year by the 
Fulcrum Foundation.  We welcome 
your questions and comments. Please 
contact Karl Kaluza, Marketing 
Specialist, by phone: (206) 382-4843 or 
email: karlk@fulcrumfoundation.org.
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Learn more about  
Fulcrum Sunday on Page 2
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The value of a Catholic school education!   “Catholic schools produce a moral person whose behavior is 
guided not just by human standards but by God. A moral person acts with an informed conscience which 
might be compared to the ‘nervous system’ of the body. Except, this is a ‘spiritual nervous system.’ A Catholic 
school education helps to develop this ‘sensitivity’ towards the well being of society and the responsibility of 
each person to act in the best interest of all generations of people, past, present and future.” 
    - Rev. Martin J. Bourke, Pastor, Immaculate Conception, Mount Vernon

Linda Lloyd is the single mother of a senior at Holy Names Academy.  Thanks to the financial support of 
her parish, the Fulcrum Foundation, and her schools, Linda’s daughter, Katie, will  

graduate this spring after 12 years of Catholic education in the archdiocese.

On Fulcrum Sunday – September 23, 2007, Linda will join scores of other Catholic school  
supporters at their local parish Masses to testify in support of the Fulcrum Foundation. 

Linda Lloyd’s message for Fulcrum Sunday follows:   “I know many of you already support your 
parish and school - and I am here this morning to ask you to do more for Catholic schools – to 

give more thought, more prayer, and more resources.

Catholic schools are more than just schools.  They are communities bound up in faith. It 
is this faith and community that sustained my daughter Katie and me when our family 

suffered a divorce.  For Katie, it was the ‘unrestrained’ compassion of her teachers, prayer 
in her classrooms, and the life-long friends you can’t help but make in Catholic schools 

that made her feel welcomed and safe for the past eleven, sometimes difficult, years.  
For me, I am humbled by the truth of so much abundance in our lives and the great 
generosity that exists in this parish.  I can never merit or repay all the support that I 

have been touched by and know through others’ generosity.  

Please read the materials from Fulcrum you have received in the mail and that are in 
the church today.  This is an opportunity for each of us to look at our lives and the life 

of our community.    Our Catholic schools need and deserve your support.  Pray for 
our schools, listen to your heart, and then act from your courage.”

To volunteer to testify at your parish on Fulcrum Sunday, please contact Sue Mecham 
at the Fulcrum Foundation, 206.748.7989 or sue.mecham@fulcrumfoundation.org.

Join Linda and Share the Joy of Catholic Schools
A new gymnasium for St. George School is, to some people, an 
answer to a prayer – a real “miracle” according to Principal 
Bernadette O’Leary. 

For 80 years the children of St. George School have borrowed 
the facilities of other schools for their own athletic events and 
programs. According to O’Leary, “When our kids play their 
home games on someone else’s court, it’s hard to promote a 
sense of community and identity.” 

For the past 15 years the people of St. George have wanted a 
gym. In that time they raised just over $250,000. One hundred 
percent of the community had given what they could, and 
they were at the end of what they could do, but they still had 
no gym. Then the first “miracle happened” – a gift from the 
John F. Shea Foundation for $1.5 million along with leadership 
and advice as one of the nation’s largest family-owned 
construction companies. 

Richard Obernesser, Area Vice President for Shea Homes, 
explained that the John F. Shea Foundation believes in giving 
back to the communities where it does business and is 
especially concerned with supporting inner-urban Catholic schools.

The John F. Shea Foundation was introduced to the project by Archbishop 
Alex J. Brunett of Seattle and by the Fulcrum Foundation, which also 
contributed up to $450,000 in indirect costs over three years for operating 
expenses. Fulcrum, founded in 2002, leverages support for Catholic schools in 
western Washington.

The second “miracle” came from a bequest that allowed the school to retire its 
debt for seismic retrofitting and to put another $100,000 into the gym project. 

Linda Lloyd, Holy Rosary Parish, Seattle

Mark yOu 
CaLEndarS:
Fulcrum Sunday
is September 23 A Beacon of Hope on Beacon Hill 

Above: Miracle Gym under construction. Inset: 
Groundbreaking, left to right, Joe Womac, Rev. 

Stephen C. Rowan, Rev. Felino Paulino, Bernadette 
O’Leary, Archbishop Alex J. Brunett, Bishop Joseph 
Tyson, Jan O’Callaghan, and Richard Obernesser.

Fulcrum Seeks Endowment for Hispanic Students

Bishop Eusebio Elizondo’s 
homily at the Cristo Rey Mass

The Archdiocese of Seattle’s pastoral plan for Hispanic 
ministry, “From Guests to Hosts,” approved by Archbishop 
Brunett in 2007, calls for greater inclusion of the large 
community of Hispanic people in the churches and schools of 
the archdiocese. 

Inspired by that plan, the Fulcrum Foundation is raising 
funds under the leadership of Bishop Eusebio Elizondo, Vicar 
for Hispanic Ministry, for an endowment to provide tuition 
assistance for Hispanic students who wish to attend Catholic 
schools. 

Named for Our Lady of Guadalupe, the endowment will 

be part of Fulcrum’s “Embracing our 
Legacy” capital campaign. 

Tuition assistance is already targeted 
for initiatives to enroll Hispanic students 
at Christ the King school in Seattle and 
Immaculate Conception Regional School 
in Mount Vernon. Both initiatives are 
already showing success.

Funding for the endowment will be sought from business leaders, 
foundations, and the Hispanic community itself. Fulcrum is a 501(c)3 
charitable foundation; all donations are tax deductible.

P2 P3


